
 

 

Golden Bay Alpine and Tramping Club 
 Newsletter January – March 2023 - Vol 38 - No 1 

Trip Programme 

The last and final trip offers from the last newsletter DECEMBER 2022 

Saturday 10 December – Pupu Hydro to One Spec Creek        Grade 3 
We meet at my place (One Spec), leave the cars there and drive one to the Pupu Hydro and 
walk up an old goldmine track beside the Te Waikoropupu river. We then go up a spur and 
over Sheepy Saddle to meet up with Tony's track down to the Anatoki river and on to the 
One Spec creek. This tramp will take 6 hours, there is a river crossing, a steep climb and 
parts of it are untracked. A fun adventure!  Contact Fiona 0223982486 or 
ficamrn@gmail.com with petrol cost about $5.  

 
Friday 16 – Sunday 18 December - Beeby's Knob, Nelson Lakes                   Grade 1-2  
This tramp is relatively easy but varied with wide views.  We will need two vehicles as we 
park at separate points. The huts are only 6 bunks, hence my choice of mid-week. Day One 
is 2-3 hours, mostly uphill walking from Top House Road near St Arnaud.  Spectacular 
views on the way to Beeby’s Knob at 1442 m.  Beeby Hut nestles at bushline for our first 
night.  No heating at either hut. Day Two - Maitland Ridge mountain bike track to the new 
Red Hills Hut - approx 3 hours. Beautiful stunted beech forest gives way to clearings with 
expansive views of the Wairau Valley. Leave packs in the hut and explore the Red Hills 
plateau.  Day Three – Walk out via 4X4 track and mountain bike track through gorgeous 
bush to Six Mile carpark.  Share cost of vehicles (petrol costs to be advised) and huts 
require one hut ticket each.  Contact Lis Pedersen 027 686 3362 or email lis@lpcb.org 

 
Saturday 17 December - Day trip to Gibbs Hill       Grade 3 
A climb up to the top of Gibbs Hill for hopefully spectacular views over the Abel Tasman 
and Wainui Bay. Expect about 5 hours 30mins round trip from Wainui to Gibbs Hill and 
around the Coast Track back to Wainui.  Lunch and a swim at one of the glorious beaches 
along the way. Petrol costs to be advised on the day. Contact Miriam 0275416406 or 
email Miriamsherratt@live.com.au  

 
January 2023 
 
Thursday 5 January - Kaituna Traplines     Grade 3 day trip 5 hours 
Starts at the Kaituna track entrance on easy track with two river crossings before 
becoming a route and steep uphill. Views of the west coast at the top and interesting rock 
formations. Lunch beside the new bivvy, a steep downhill then following the river back to 
the car. Text Fiona 0223982486 or email ficamrn@gmail.com 
 
Friday 13 to Sunday 16 January -  Mole Tops, Ella Range, Nelson Lakes     Grade 3-4 
Gentle, tarn-studded tops on the Ella Range offer glorious, easy ridge travel in this rarely 
visited part of Nelson Lakes NP. A three day trip from the Matakitaki River, camping. 
Contact Gaylene on 022 1707398  beachgums@gmail.com 
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Saturday 21 January  - Day Trip Canaan – Mt Evans – Moa Park              Grade 1 
Park on the Canaan Road and walk across farmland to meet the old Mt Evans track, then 
follow this to Mt Evans, the highest point in the Abel Tasman.  The track continues on and 
meets the Inland Track at Moa Park. Beautiful bush and great views.Turn back towards 
Canaan and walk back to the cars to complete the circuit. About 4 hours walking. Petrol 
indication - $45 per car shared between passengers.  Contact Julie on 02777 99999 or 
julie.sherratt@xtra.co.nz 
 
Saturday 28 January – Day Trip Slate River       Grade 1 
Hoping for hot weather as there are exquisite swimming holes in Slate River. From Aorere 
Goldfields carpark we walk through manuka scrub for about an hour to reach a track 
descending through bush to Slate River. We walk up the river for a bit to Moonlight Flat 
where gold prospectors still try their luck. Bring togs, and a torch to explore the tunnel. 
Around 4 hours walking. Contact Julie 027 77 99999  julie.sherratt@xtra.co.nz Transport 
cost $12 per person depending on numbers.  
 

February 2023 
 
Friday 3 to Monday 6 February - Kill Devil Pack Track to Soper Shelter, Return   Grade 3 
Trampers will need to take bivy bag or tent.  Unfortunately, the Anatoki track is closed due 
to slips, so this will be an in and out on the Kill Devil Pack Track only.  Day one - 
to Waingaro Forks Hut, 6-8 hours.  Day two - 4-5 hours to Soper’s Shelter.  Day three 7-8 
hours walking back to Riordan's Hut.  Day four – back to carpark.  Explore beautiful beech 
forest, dramatic gorge scenery and the rock debris dam at Lake Stanley. Excellent birdsong 
in this area. Trampers can also enjoy an historic hut experience in restored character huts 
from 1930s gold mining days if there’s room. Petrol costs to be advised on the day. Please 
contact Lis Pedersen 027 686 362 or email lis@lpcb.org. 
 
Saturday 11 to Monday 13 February - Boulder Lake       Grade 3 
Walk in from the farm over James Bridge in the Aorere Valley via Brown Cow to Boulder 
Lake Hut (8 bunks). Stay at the hut 2 nights, allowing time on the middle day to walk up to 
Green Saddle and part-way on the route towards Adeleide Tarn for a glimpse of the Tarn 
and the Dragon’s Teeth before returning to the Hut and a swim in the lake. Walk back out 
the same way on the 3rd day.  A second option would be to go in to Boulder Lake via the 
Lead Hills and Lake Clara, then out via Brown Cow. This would depend on the preference of 
the party, and vehicle logistics. Transport cost to be decided on the day.Contact Julie 
Sherratt, 027 7799999, julie.sherratt@xtra.co.nz    
 
Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 February - Chaffey Hut      Grade 2  
From Chaffey Hut, walk on up to Chaffey Stream where we hope to find the Chaffey rock 
bivy. Back to the Chaffey Hut for the night. Contact Brian, Ph 5258515 for further details and 
petrol costs.  
 
From Saturday 25 February – Wednesday 1 March - Roaring Lion    Grade 4-5  
After an easy walk to Chaffey hut in the Cobb, we go up Chaffey's stream to a saddle with 
about 3 hours of uphill off track. Good views at the top then down a spur for 3 hours to 
camp by the Roaring Lion River. Day 2 is following the river down to the Roaring Lion hut 
with multiple river crossings, great on a hot day! Day 3 we go up the Karamea river, with a 
number of river crossings, past the Karamea Bend hut and up to Splugeons.  Day 4 is an 
easier walk on track across the Tablelands past Balloon hut and back to the car at the 
Cobb. Note: this is a Grade 4-5 challenging trip. Trampers must be fit, confident off track 
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and doing multiple river crossings Contact Fiona txt 0223982486 or email 
ficamrn@gmail.com 
 
Next Club Night is planned for Tuesday, 21 February 2023.  
 

March 2023 
 
Saturday - 11 - Sunday 12 March, Myttons Hut and Mt Peel          Grade 3 
Walk into Mytton's Hut, then onto Mt. Peel. Return to Mytton's Hut for the night. Contact 
Brian, Ph 5258515 for further details and petrol costs.  
 
Saturday 18 - Sunday 19 March - Mt Owen                     Grade 3-4 
Your chance if you have not knocked this one off yet, or if it has been a while since you 
visited this highest peak in Kahurangi. Travel to Courthouse flat past the start of the 
Wangapeka on Friday, and walk up to Granity Pass Hut, gaining a lot of the height on this 
first day, 5-6hrs. Next day make the straightforward ascent up the rounded granite to the 
top of Mt Owen, and return to the hut for a second night, with some time to rest or explore. 
Head out on Sunday, in possibly half the time it took to ascend to the hut! Uphill fitness 
required. Petrol $30. Contact Fiona txt 0223982486 or email ficamrn@gmail.com 

Wednesday 29 – Friday 31 March. 1000 Acre Plateau -    Grade 3   
Fabulous landscape and a good work out.  The plan is to get to the Matiri early on Friday 
and endeavour to get right up to Larrikin Creek hut for both nights with an attempt to climb 
one of the nearby peaks on Saturday.  It's quite a distance on Friday, so there is also the 
option of being more leisurely and a separate party stopping the first night at Matiri hut, 
then maybe meeting up. Given the size of the huts you may wish to carry a tent. If 
interested contact Rodney Watson on 027 5114266 or email rjwatcon@gmail.com. 
Carpooling will be from our place in Craigieburn Rd. Petrol costs $30. 

 
For trip gradings please check the Tramping Club website 

Happy Tramping! 
 

Trip Reports 

 
Soper Shelter Fenestration 
 
We have been planning to take a "kitset" window in to Soper Shelter and install it to bring a 
little light in when the door is shut. It hasn't been easy to find a time but we had a window 
of opportunity recently so, despite iffy weather reports we went. Gear included wooden 
pieces to make an inner and an outer window frame, clear plastic to be sandwiched 
between them, assorted glues and various bits and bobs. 
 
The first day saw us at Waingaro Forks Hut by 4pm. In the descent we had met a goat 
hunter so we knew we would have company. DOC had organised a goat cull; Jason and 
Jason and dogs had flown in for a fortnight's stay so the hut was full of stuff. We were 
happy to pitch the tent outside. In the morning, we discovered that there was a pair of 
hunters at Soper Shelter and they didn't have a tent. Our hopes of two nights at Soper 
Shelter relaxing inside while it rained were dashed. Within 5 mins we had plan B : a day trip 
to install the window and we duly arrived soon after 11am.  
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This is where plans became unstuck - literally. 
I had a picture framing kit, 4 corner angles and 
a tape to go around them. This held the window  
frame tight while the glue set. 5 minute 
araldite, what could go wrong? 30 minutes 
later, the glued joints were tacky and wobbly. 
Eventually, long after lunch, the inside frame 
was glued to the canvas and the canvas inner 
rectangle was cut away. And there was light! 
Meanwhile  the outer frame had been glued but 
not properly set and time was flying by. Long 
after we had hoped to return, we were 
screwing the outer frame to the inner but with 
difficulty as screw holes were not perfectly 
aligned.  
To cut a long story short, the window is in place 

and should remain so. I'd like to go 
back, and put in a second matching 
window nearer the door if the club 
wants this. 
A damp walk saw us back to Waingaro 
Forks Hut by 7pm where we were 
warmly looked after by the two Jasons. 
The next morning we quietly walked up 
to Riordan's Hut where we spent the 
afternoon and evening relaxing and 
reading. We had carried mix for date 
scones but found the camp oven under 
the bunk too late for cooking. A trip of 
many twists and turns, but we still 
enjoyed it.  
 
John and Jocelyn 
 
 

 Mt Rintaul from the Wairau River 
 
Tony & I wanted to explore the ridge between Old Man and Tarn Huts, over Mt Rintaul, but 
didn't want to spend too long on Te Araroa. For this private trip we chose to access from 
the Wairoa, crossing at a ford in the river upstream of the Argyle Powerhouse and heading 
up the Goulter River. With the river low we left the track and wandered up the flats, 
crossing as appropriate. This is a renowned trout fishery, and is the only river in the Mt 
Richmond Forest Park with extensive flats.  
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
The DOC walking times are very generous, so we found ourselves arriving early at 
comfortable huts and having plenty of chill time. Notable highlights:  the Goulter River has 
wonderful, clear swimming holes, 360* views right along the ridgeline of most of the Top of 
the South, lunch and swim at Tarn Hut (it's more of a lake really - great spot),  good huts 
and not yet busy in early November. I recommend this 3 day circuit, so long as you are fit 
for plenty of altitude change. Logistics are easy because you come back to your starting 
point.   Gaylene  

 



 

 

Kahurangi Point 2-4 December 

It was a special treat to go to this stunning place with a full range of ages, from 'gold star' 
right through to 'gold card'. We managed to get the tides right for walking the beach right 
from Anatori River. This first section is particularly interesting - I love the high bluffs and 
sculpted mudstone terraces, driftwood collections and long vistas on firm-sand beaches.  
 

 
 
We got our share of wind-blasting, especially on the homeward leg. The highlights; rolling 
and running down sand dunes, bracing swims at the waterfall, watching seals lumber to 
the surf, stunning views, beach picnics, the 1903 lighthouse, a tropical-feel nikau stream 
walk, and lots of laughs at the hut playing table tennis and 'Piggies'. 
 

 
Jenni Kingston & Marlee (9), Sarah Sherratt & Sam (11), Iris (9), Gita Krenek, Sharon 
Marshall, Karen Brookes, Deb & Mark Pearson, Gaylene Wilkinson (leader & scribe). 
 


